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Rangadravya

As a recent first time traveler to India, I found my senses overwhelmed 

by my surroundings. Everything was new to me: spicy local fare, 

pungent smells, vast crowds and traffic, extreme heat, and music 

that was discordant to my western ears. 

I visited tourist sites and camped in the Himalayas, exposed to ways 

of living that were entirely foreign to me. The people were warm, 

welcoming, and generous. I saw sunrises on glaciers, hiked with herds 

of sheep and goats, reveled in observing Hindu religious ceremonies, 

and viewed amazing local art. 

It was a challenging yet joyful experience and completely outside 

of my comfort zone. Being stretched in this way freed up the flow of 

energy and information to my paintings.

My attention was particularly drawn to the saturated, vibrant, richly hued 

saris and shalwar kameez worn by the women. The color combinations 

were unusual and fabulous. It was a true feast for my eyes. 

When I returned to my studio and began painting, I found that my 

palette had been kicked into another dimension; I experienced color 

in ways I never had before. I felt emboldened. 

The title of this body of work, Rangadravya, is the Hindi word for color 

or pigment. For me, it represents not only the visual color I witnessed in 

India, but also the experience of being in a place so full of life. These 

paintings are my interpretation of this transformational experience.

    
Alyce Gottesman, 2018



Rangadravya
2018
Acrylic, ink, graphite on canvas
66 x 50 inches

The word rangadravya is the Hindi word for pigment. Inspired by my two week 
exposure to Indian culture, I set out to paint about my color experience, as that 
was the overarching impact of my trip.



First Light
2017
Acrylic, ink, graphite on board
12 x 12 inches

I spent a week in Manali, a valley located in the Himalayas, in the Indian state of 
Himachal Pradesh. The light in the early morning up in the mountains was luminous, 
with the sunlight filtering out over the snow-capped craggy peaks and glaciers.



Hampta Valley (downpour)
2018
Acrylic, ink, graphite on canvas
48 x 36 inches

The Himalayas is one of the most beautiful and interesting places I have ever 
visited. This painting is my impression of an adventure I had hiking to the top of a 
peak and then promptly getting doused with a sudden mountain downpour.



Garden of Delight
2017   
Acrylic, ink, graphite on board
12 x 12 inches

The colors worn by the women in India were highly saturated hues in combinations 
that I have never seen before. This painting reflects the riot of color I experienced 
daily in my travels.



Seventh Crown
2018
Acrylic, ink on canvas
24 x 30 inches

In Hinduism, violet is the color of the seventh (crown) chakra. Located at the top 
of the head, the crown chakra gives us access to higher states of consciousness.



Holi Festival
2017
Acrylic, ink, graphite on board 
12 x 12 inches

Holi is an ancient Hindu festival that marks the end of winter, the arrival of spring 
and signifies the victory of good over evil. It is a free-for-all festival of colors where 
people smear each other with powders and drench each other with water.



Orange is the Color of Saints 
2017
Oil, ink, acrylic on board
12 x 12 inches

Orange is associated with saffron, which, in Hinduism, is a color worn by monks 
and holy men.



Madras
2017
Oil, acrylic, ink, graphite on canvas
24 x 30 inches

The influence of India on modern textiles is ubiquitous. Color and pattern are 
everywhere. Even the trucks that deliver goods to market are brightly painted 
with patterns and designs.



Bharat Mata / Mother India
2018
Acrylic, ink, graphite, color pencil on canvas 
60 x 40 inches

This painting has a lot of history. It has been in process for a couple of years and during 
that time I have been layering the paint to find the meaning in it. Upon my return from 
India, I was inspired to add an overlay of crimson. It came alive and reflected back to 
me the depth, density, and contradictions I experienced in India, particularly in Dehli. 



Manalsu Glacier Sunrise
2018
Acrylic, ink on canvas
30 x 30 inches

While camping in the Himalayas, I awoke one morning to a sunrise highlighting 
the Manalsu glacier. It was magnificent.



Genda
2018
Acrylic, ink, graphite on canvas
30 x 30 inches

The word genda in Hindi is a common name for marigold. The marigold has 
important cultural and religious significance. The orange and yellow flowers are 
used to make garlands and are offered to the Hindu gods and goddesses. Garlands 
are also presented to hotel guests as a welcome gesture.



The Embodiment of Perfection 
2018
Acrylic, ink, graphite on canvas
30 x 24 inches

In India, pink is associated with Ganesha (or Ganesh) who is a Hindu god with a 
pink  elephant head. In the Hindu tradition, Ganesha is a god of wisdom, success, 
and good luck. This particular shade of pink is warmer than a pure pink and it 
resonates deeply for me in a spiritual way.
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